THE   CAREER   OF   THE   FOX  SISTERS

her from the slightest touch of self-importance or
affectation of mystery."

Her mediumship consisted chiefly of raps (often
of great power), spirit lights, direct writing, and
the appearance of materialized hands. Full form
materializations, which had been an occasional
feature of her sittings in America, were rare with
her in England. On a number of occasions
objects in the stance-room were moved by spirit
agency, and in some cases brought from another
room.

It was about this time that Professor William
Crookes conducted his inquiries into the medium's
powers, and issued that whole-hearted report which
is dealt with later when Crookes's early connexion
with Spiritualism comes to be discussed. These care-
ful observations show that the rappings constituted
only a small part of Kate Fox's psychic powers, and
that if they could be adequately explained by normal
means they would still leave us amid mysteries. Thus
Crookes recounts how, when the only people present
besides himself and Miss Fox were his wife and a lady
relative :

" I was holding the medium's two hands in one
of mine, while her feet were resting on my feet.
Paper was on the table before us, and my disengaged
hand was holding a pencil.

" A luminous hand came down from the upper-
part of the room, and after hovering near me for a
few seconds, took the pencil from my hand, rapidly
wrote on a sheet of paper, threw the pencil down, and
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